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ABSTRACT

In the island of Taiwan, over four-fifth of the
land area is hilly or mountainous. Due to the limited
availability of plain areas, utilization of slope land
for housing and industrial development becomes more
popular in recent years. Problem of slope stability is
the utmost important consideration for these develop-
ments. Many slope failures or landslides have occurred
in the past few. years.

Geologically, about one~fourth of the total land
area in Taiwan is composed of interbedded sandstone-
shale formation. They are distributed in the Western
foothill region of the island where numerous faults are
also concentrated. This paper presents the engineering
characteristics of the sandstone-shale formation in
Taiwan. Discussions are presented on the causes of
landslides and special characteristics of slopes com~
posed of this type of formation. Methods of slope
stability investigation and design are also described.
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