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HISTORY AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF
ENGINEERING GEOLOGY IN TAIWAN

ABSTRACT

Post-World War Il and the stress of war-time economics has placed new
demands on all phases of industrial development in Taiwan since late 1940.
The economic expansion were manifested in many engineering geology-
related problems. For example, (1) the need for increased supplies of water
resources and power (including hydroelectric and nuclear); (2) construction of
highway .and railway; (3) the need for large pumping storage; (4) the
demands for terrain analysis to serve the slopeland development; (5) more
recently,  engineering geology is a major factor during the planning. and
construction»of»long tunnel, subway, and artificial island,

The early 1950's was the :nmate stage of engmeenng geo!ogy
development in Taiwan. The greatly increased demand for the services of
engineering geologists to plan and participate in the construction of dams,
" nuclear power plants, freeway, and railway during the late 1960's and the
1970's charged both scientific thinking and professional practice for
engineering geologists. During the 1980's, the new focus was on physical
processes and associated events, the reaction of natural environments to
operating works; the systematic reglonal mapping of hazard-prone areas was
performed -during this ‘period for the purpose of slope land development.
Engineering geology problems in the fields of groundwater and environmental
geotechnical ‘engineering are steadily increasily in number and scope due to
mdustnal growth and demand for hlgher living standards.
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