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This paper presents a case history in which deep excavation was carried out in the vicinity of a piled
foundation. It was found that, in this particular case, the piled foundation settled as much as the
green-field indicating negligible resistance of piles to ground settlements. The reason for this to be
the case is that the soil stratum at the pile tips is not sufficiently competent and furthermore, it is
hypothesized that the sludge at the bottom of these bored piles necessitated much settlement before
significant tip resistance could develop. Also presented in the paper are settlements of diaphragm
walls obtained during deep excavation at another site. It is reasoned that diaphragm walls
essentially behave in a similar way as nearby piles during excavations.



